
What even is a 
game?

A system of 
structured conflict, 
unequal outcomes, 

and dynamic 
interactions 
achieving an 

aesthetic

Voluntary attempt 
to overcome 
unnecessary 

obstacles

A game is just a 
possibility space

Parts of a game

Player setup
There are multiple 

types of player 
arrangements

solo

as one groupgroup vs group

multiple types of 
interactions

pure rivals

collaborate negotiate

Objectives

Puzzle

Solutions

Forbidden Actions

Outwit

Choose Your Own 
Adventure!

Outcomes
what are your 

objectives?

what is the 
premise of the 

game?

Procedures
Your rules form 

interaction

What is the 
structure of the 

game

Boundaries

You are within your 
magic circle. A 

game is creating 
this magic circle

Playing a game is 
being within its 

confines


